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We have 112 days before we get rid of 

the biggest national disaster we have 
ever had, the President and his envi-
ronmental policies. 

f 

PRESERVING MARRIAGE BETWEEN 
A MAN AND A WOMAN 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, this week the Senate is 
dealing with a very important issue, 
one that goes to the heart of our fami-
lies and society. I am speaking of mar-
riage. 

In my home State of South Carolina, 
we are one of 42 States that have laws 
on the books defining marriage as the 
union between a man and a woman. 
These laws were passed by State legis-
latures, those elected to represent the 
views of their constituents. 

My constituents contact me on a 
daily basis about this one issue more 
than any other issue we deal with. 
They ask me to do everything I can to 
ensure marriage between a man and a 
woman is preserved. Yet some in this 
country, elected by no one, believe 
they have the right to supersede the 
wishes of my constituents and the con-
stituents of other Members here today. 

I respectfully disagree. I truly be-
lieve the only way to ensure court ac-
tion does not override State law is for 
the House and Senate to take action. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to fol-
low the Senate’s lead on this issue and 
bring up this issue for a vote so we can 
have an open debate in the People’s 
House. 

f 

HOUSE REPUBLICANS REFUSE TO 
PLAY BY THE RULES 

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, nothing 
is more important in a democracy than 
free and fair elections. Unfortunately, 
even in this, the People’s House, there 
have been a series of abuses of the vot-
ing process by the Republican major-
ity. How can we effectively champion 
democracy around the world if even 
here the Republican majority will not 
allow it to be practiced on the House 
floor? 

Just last week, because the Repub-
lican majority did not like the out-
come of our usual 15-minute vote, they 
held the vote open for 30 minutes. 
Why? In order to change the outcome. 
We went from a fair and square 219 vote 
victory to a 210–210 tie due to Repub-
lican arm-twisting, while the whole 
world was watching on CSPAN. 

If this were the only instance of Re-
publican tyranny in this House, per-
haps it could be excused. But just last 
year we sadly witnessed the longest 
vote in American history, just so they 
could change the outcome. 

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans need to 
play by the rules.

f 

RELEASE KERRY-EDWARDS 
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN VIDEO 

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I am a conservative and I support the 
Federal marriage amendment. I under-
stand that JOHN KERRY will make a 
cameo appearance this week in Wash-
ington to vote against it. 

With that said, I rise to call atten-
tion and request a videotape release of 
the Democratic Presidential fundraiser 
that was held last Friday night, which 
quickly descended into a celebrity 
Bush-bashing event of low blows. 

On Friday night, JOHN KERRY touted 
his Presidential campaign’s positive 
tone, telling a crowd at another fund-
raiser that JOHN and he did not run one 
negative ad against each other and any 
of their opponents all through their 
primaries, and they have not done a 
single negative ad against the presi-
dent, because ‘‘we think Americans 
want real solutions to real problems.’’ 

This is more proof that JOHN KERRY 
and his campaign have developed cam-
paign amnesia. Just a few hours prior 
to those comments, his campaign fund-
raiser attendees listened to hours of ce-
lebrities use vulgar and tasteless at-
tacks against our President, which 
KERRY endorsed, characterizing it as 
the heart and soul of America. 

His campaign endorsed the hate-
filled celebrity event, so he should 
share those comments with voters. I 
ask that they release the video today. 
There is no reason why they should not 
do it, and America deserves to see the 
real JOHN KERRY and JOHN EDWARDS. 

f 

LETTING AVERAGE AMERICANS 
PREVAIL 

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, time 
after time in this body, the interests of 
the middle-class have come in second 
to the interests of the special interests. 
One example is the issue of drug re-
importation. 

Medications in other counties cost 40 
percent less than they do here. Even 
Secretary Tommy Thompson recently 
acknowledged what Americans know 
all too well, reimporting prescription 
drugs from Canada and other industri-
alized countries is one of the fastest 
ways Americans can get lower cost 
drugs. Experts at Boston University es-
timate Americans would save $60 bil-
lion by paying Canadian prices for 
brand-name drugs. What are we wait-
ing for? 

Republicans in Congress continue to 
stall, promoting the false promise of 
the new prescription drug discount 

cards as a substitute for reimportation. 
When the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
KAPTUR) offered an amendment in the 
agricultural appropriation bill in com-
mittee that allowed for the safe re-
importation of prescription drugs, Re-
publicans tried to block it and failed. 
Today, that bill is on the floor. It 
would allow Americans to purchase 
these prescription drugs from other 
countries and lower drug costs in a 
straightforward way. 

We should pass that amendment. I 
dare the Republicans to block it, as I 
know they will, because they are the 
servants of the pharmaceutical compa-
nies, and they are even trying to put 
that into the treaty with Australia. 

f 

AN ADMISSION FROM WITHIN 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
some of us have been saying it for 
years, there is a liberal bias in the 
media. Last weekend, we witnessed a 
brief moment of candor. Evan Thomas, 
the assistant managing editor of News-
week Magazine, admitted on a radio 
station that, ‘‘The media, I think, 
wants KERRY to win. And I think they 
are going to portray KERRY and ED-
WARDS, I am talking about the estab-
lishment media, not Fox, but there is 
going to be this glow about this that is 
going to be worth maybe 15 points.’’ 

Let me repeat the words of this top 
Newsweek editor. ‘‘The media, I think, 
wants KERRY to win, and they are 
going to portray KERRY and EDWARDS 
in a certain way to help elect them.’’ 
He says, ‘‘The media bias is worth 15 
points in the polls.’’ In other words, 
without media bias, President Bush 
would be cruising to a landslide elec-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, the biased media is get-
ting dangerously close to becoming a 
real threat to our democracy.

f 

A ‘‘STRONG’’ ECONOMY? 

(Mr. PRICE of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in some puzzle-
ment. The President came to my part 
of our State last week and announced, 
‘‘The economy is strong here in North 
Carolina.’’ As the Raleigh News & Ob-
server observed, ‘‘Is the President an 
optimist, or does he need an optom-
etrist?’’ 

Perhaps our economy seems strong 
to Mr. Bush. After all, he raked in over 
$2 million at his afternoon fundraiser. 
But he did not seem to notice that we 
have record numbers of laid-off work-
ers who have exhausted their unem-
ployment benefits, 68,000 at last count. 
Our unemployment rate in the Raleigh-
Durham area is creeping up again. The 
rolls grew by almost 2,000 last month. 
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